Notes for YALS Conference - Drama in the Classroom by Shelley Vernon


Guidelines to Using plays and skits

1.  Pre-teach all main language and vocabulary using games beforehand

2.  Put the play together over a few lessons, without handing the script out to the children.  They do it from memory.

3. Always perform the skit or play to all or any of these: other classrooms, school assembly, to parents as part of a show

4. For best results keep the scripts simple, repetitive, and to be used with any number of characters, so if someone is off sick you are not up a creek without a paddle.

5. Use basic props after a few lessons once the play is well known, otherwise props are a distraction.  They add novelty for the final rehearsals and the performance.

6. Plays are ideal for mixed abilities - better students have bigger roles.    Very shy or weaker students could be given an off-stage role such as prompter, or a silent role on stage, or a shared role where lines are said with others. 

7. Act out stories as well, and include relevant songs in the play.

8. Use skits or acting stories from age four and up.  Too much for three year olds.

9. Keep a lesson varied so don't spend all lesson on the same topic.  You might spend a whole lesson on the preparing for the language in the play (or more than one lesson).  Then in subsequent lessons spend ten minutes putting the play together and move onto a new topic.  Each lesson go back to the play and keep working on it for a part of the lesson.  Over the course of a few lessons it will come together and gradually the language will be fluent.  At that point add in the props.

10. By using lots of miming games in your teaching in general (good for learning vocabulary, actions, but used for grammar as well) your pupils will be in the habit of expressing themselves with their bodies, which will help them feel more confident when it comes to acting in plays.  If you want the kids to act more rather than just say lines flatly, demonstrate to them how to go about it.

Check this article on my site for some references and a few ideas.

http://www.teachingenglishgames.com/Articles/eslplays.htm
Example plays below may be used with any number of students.

Ready Steady Go

Language
Are you ready?
Wait, I forgot my bag, jacket, sunglasses, hat, keys.
We're ready, let's go.
Are you sure you're ready?  Yes we're sure.

Cast
Driver and passenger/s.

For one to one the same child can forget something each time.  For a group either add in more items that different children can forget, have children forgetting several items, or have several children forgetting the same item and going to fetch it together.

Suggested Props
Chairs arranged in rows with a chair in front for the driver.  Items that the children forget - a bag, a jacket, a hat, and anything else that you add.

SCRIPT

(Set out enough chairs for each child to make a 'car' with one in front for the driver. The children mill around, some wearing hats, some carrying bags, some wearing sun glasses.)

Driver:  Hello everyone, are you ready to go to town?

Children:  Yes thank you. (All climb into their seats and pretend to fasten their safety belts.)

Driver:  Are you ready? Let's go!

Child:  Wait, wait, I forgot my bag! (Jumps out of the 'car' and hurries off, returning with a bag and climbing back in.)

Driver:  Are you ready now? Let's go!

Children:  We're ready. Let's go!.

Child: Wait, wait, I forgot my jacket! (Jumps out of the 'car' and hurries off, returning with a jacket and climbing back in.
While waiting the driver starts getting impatient, tapping his foot.)

Driver:  OK. Are you ready now?

Children:  Yes yes, we're ready. Let's go!

Child:  Wait, wait, I forgot my sunglasses! (Jumps out of the 'car' and hurries off, returning with sunglasses and climbing back in.
While waiting the driver gets more and more impatient, tapping his foot, looking at his watch.)

Driver: OK? Are you ready now?

Children: Yes, we're ready.

Driver: Are you sure you are all ready?

Children: Yes yes yes!! We're ready. Let's go!.  (Children make out that the driver is crazy for thinking that they are not ready.)

Driver:  OK, let's go.

Child:  Wait! I forgot my hat. (Jumps out of the 'car' and hurries off)

Driver:  (Big sigh and looking heavenward) Oh dear oh dear oh dear.

Child with hat: I'm really sorry! Child returns with the hat and gets back in the 'car'.

Driver:  Are you ready?.

Children: Yes, we're ready now.

Driver: Are you sure you're ready?

Children:  Yes, we're sure.

Driver: Are you sure you're sure?

Children: YES! We're sure we're sure we're ready! Let's go!

Driver:  Oh oh. (Driver feels for the ignition keys)

Driver: I forgot my keys!

Birthday Party

Language


What's happening?
It's Penny's birthday
Do we have a ... for her?
Hurry, get a gift, cake, balloons and other items that you add.

Cast

Children and Penny. It's best if the teacher is Penny as she has hardly any lines and only comes on at the end.

One to One Version

For the one to one scenario this can be done in two ways. A very sweet way would be to have the child sitting with her teddy bear having the conversation, What's happening? It's Penny's birthday. The child does the whole script, talking to herself but as if having a conversation with teddy. Each time the child thinks of something that is missing he or she and teddy go off stage and come back on with the item. Then the child carries on with the script. The teacher is Penny who comes on at the end. When preparing for this the teacher takes teddy's lines at first until the child knows her lines really well. Then swap over until the child knows teddy's lines. Then the child can put the two together.

An alternative is for the teacher and child to perform the whole dialogue. Then the teacher can leave after the last item has been brought on, put on a wig and some props and come on as Penny.

In the one to one situation when the child discovers that it is not actually Penny's birthday he or she can say, that's OK, it's teddy's birthday!

For a larger group of children have them coming on in pairs or threes. You may also extend the script and have the children bringing on more and more items for the party.

Suggested Props

Calendar or piece of card which can serve as a calendar, a box in wrapping paper, a cake or pretend cake, some balloons.

SCRIPT

(Large calendar hanging up with a big cross on one of the days. Table in middle of the floor.
Child standing in front of the calendar.)

1st child: Oh No!

(2nd child runs in.)

2nd child: What's happening?

1st child: It's Penny's birthday!

2nd child: Do we have a gift for her?

1st child: No, no gift!

1st & 2nd child together: Hurry, hurry, get a gift.

(They run off together and come back with a wrapped gift which they put on the table. While they are admiring it 3rd child runs in.)

3rd child: What's happening?

1st & 2nd child together: It's Penny's birthday!

3rd child: Do we have a cake for her?

1st & 2nd child together: No, no cake!

1st, 2nd & 3rd child: Hurry, hurry, get a cake.

(They run off together and come back with a cake which they put on the table.
While they are admiring it 4th child runs in.)

4th child: What's happening?

1st, 2nd & 3rd child: It's Penny's birthday!

4th child: Do we have balloons for her?

1st, 2nd & 3rd child: No, no balloons!

All four children: Hurry, hurry, get balloons.

(They run off together and come back with balloons which they put on the table.
Depending on the number of children this can continue with streamers, candy, pop etc.
While they are admiring the balloons they hear footsteps off.)

4th child: Sshhh! Here she comes!

(Penny walks in.)

Everyone: (singing) Happy birthday to you, happy birthday to you!

Penny: What's happening?

Everyone: It's your birthday!

Penny: No it's not! My birthday is next week!

Everyone: Oh No!

(Lots of exaggerated slapping of foreheads, rolling eyes, throwing up hands etc.)

Child: Well let's have a party now!

Children cheer and bow
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