Extract from 176 English Language Games for Children by Shelley Vernon

Below are ideas for forfeits that can be used in many games. Giving a forfeit is a useful way to 'penalise' a student for an error without making them sit out of the game. Students can do forfeits individually or as a group.

· Name a picture flashcard

· Make a sentence or a question using the target language

· Ask a friend any question in English

· Name three things you like 

· Answer a question the teacher asks such as, "Do you have a sister?"

· Hold an orange under your chin and pass it to a neighbor

· Walk about holding an orange under your chin

· Walk about with an orange between your knees

· Balance a ball on your head for three seconds

· Bounce a ball ten times and count to ten 

· Bounce a ball saying 10, 20, 30 etc. up to 100

· Say your name backwards.  You may need to write the name out for the student.

· Write your name in the air with a body part such as your head or your elbow, or even your bottom!

· Do a silly dance or sing a song

· Pretend to be a chicken, pig, dog, cat, lion, tiger, snake etc.

· Count to 10

· Yawn until you make someone else yawn

· Do a sum such as 70 minus 60

· Pretend to be a model and walk the catwalk

· Pretend to be Spiderman or batman

· Fight and be killed by Darth Vader with your light sabre

· Hop round the room holding one foot with your hand

· Pretend to be a dying fly

· Perform a doggy action such as wag your tail, beg, bark

· Say a tongue twister (see Tongue Twisters for ideas)

· Try to stand on your head (probably not very appropriate for most classrooms!)

· Make someone laugh

· Limbo under a stick

· Walk across the room on your knees

· Stand on one leg and do not smile for ten seconds

· Try and make someone else laugh in ten seconds

· Pull a funny face

· Have two or more children buzz like bees and see who can buzz the longest without taking a breath

· Look at someone and do not smile for a full minute.

· Say a sentence about kangaroos, or elephants, or any other topic.

· Intermediates say 2 or 3 sentences about a topic

· Advanced students give a one-minute talk about a topic

Ask your class to each come up with three funny forfeits for homework that can be performed in class – you'll gets lots of great ideas that appeal to your students – collect them in and add them to your list for future use in the games.
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